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What is Seed Certification?

 The maintenance of genetic purity, identity, and quality via:

• Trait verification

• Freedom from contaminating varieties, crops, and weeds

• Freedom from seed borne diseases

• High germination/vigor
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Why is Seed Certification 
Important?
 A means of maintaining the pedigree of a specific variety correctly 

identified and genetically pure

 Provides industry guided, high quality standards

 Provides third party verification that can lead to additional sales and 
marketing over common seed

 Freedom from diseases and weeds that may quarantine shipments 
domestically and internationally
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Certified seed vs Uncertified seed

Certified Barley Uncertified Barley, 
contaminated

Uncertified Rice, 
contaminated

Certified Rice
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California Crop Improvement 
Association 

 The official seed certification agency for California

 Private, non-profit, university affiliated

 Guided by a Board of Directors representing the seed industry, University of 
California, Farm Bureau, and the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture

 Non-biased, 3rd party service provider

 Mission: To provide services and support research that promotes the 
improvement, production, distribution and use of superior quality seeds 
and other agricultural products.
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Association of Official Seed 
Certifying Agencies (AOSCA)
 AOSCA provides uniformity in seed purity 

standards, and those standards are included in 
not only state, but Federal Seed Laws.

 Any seed certification activities can only be 
administered through an AOSCA member 
agency.

 Industry established genetic standards

 International OECD cooperation

https://www.aosca.org

https://www.aosca.org/
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Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development (OECD)
 The OECD is reference for the certification and standardization of certain 

agricultural commodities. Some governments have established voluntary 
international rules in respect of varietal seed identification through OECD 
Seed Schemes. These Codes and Standards provide passports for 
international trade and can be employed by the users and traders of 
these products through National Authorities.

 USDA is the Designated National Authority for the United States in 
cooperation with the state Seed Certifying Agencies.

https://www.oecd.org/agriculture/seeds/

https://www.oecd.org/agriculture/seeds/
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Programs offered by the CCIA

 Seed Certification
 California Code of Regulations, Section 3875

 Seed Potato Certification
 Turf Certification
 Quality Assurance

 Heritage Grain Seed
 LacTracker – Lettuce Seed
 Pre-variety Germplasm
 Rice Seed

 Crop Isolation Mapping
 OECD Certificates
 Certification Technical Committee
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Variety Approval
All new varieties can be entered into the California seed certification program via:

 OECD

 National Variety Review Boards (AOSCA)
 Alfalfa/Legumes
 Grass
 Small Grains
 Sunflowers

 Certification Technical Committee (CTC)
 Part of CCIA program
 All varieties with no AOSCA Variety Review Board and all UCD varieties go 

through the CTC.
 The CCIA Board of Directors approves varieties recommended by the CTC

 Other State Certifying Agencies

 Member countries/agencies of AOSCA
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Scope of CCIA Functions
 More than 25 crops are certified.

 Top four crops (historically)

 Sunflower

 Alfalfa

 Rice

 Wheat

 More than 2,000 applications per year are received.

 Approximately 100,000 to 150,000 acres are inspected each year.

 Most inspections are conducted in the Sacramento, San Joaquin, and 
Imperial Valleys.

 More than 80 approved seed conditioners in the State.

California has 58 counties
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The Certification Trail
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Seed certification is a multi-step process involving the cooperation of 
Agricultural Commissioner offices in each county.
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View the Harvester Cleanout Inspection video.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbfuKw8PKXV0LR7EJJM5JsA
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16 More information about the
Seed Sampler Certification Program

https://ccia.ucdavis.edu/certification/seed-sampler-certification-program
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Seed Transfer Certificates
These certificates are used for the movement of untagged seed 
between states, countries, counties, and within counties.

Definitions of seed transfers:

 Inter-agency (state) transfers can be 
used to ship seed to any AOSCA 
member agency outside of 
California, including members outside 
of the United States. 
View a list of member agencies

 Inter-county transfers are movement 
of seed between different counties 
with the state of California.

 Intra-county transfers are movement 
of seed within a county.

https://www.aosca.org/seed-certifying-agencies/us-agencies/
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Contact the CCIA

If you require additional assistance 
please contact us at:

Website – ccia.ucdavis.edu

Phone – 530-752-0544

Email – ccia@ucdavis.edu

https://ccia.ucdavis.edu/
mailto:ccia@ucdavis.edu
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